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EASTERN AUSTRALIA :

From Top to Bottom

Queensland's humid tropical rainforests to the wild mountains & rugged coastlines of Tasmania.
24th October - 11th November 2006
Leaders:Iain Campbell (& Sam Woods as co-guide) Partricipants:Stephen & Anne Cameron, Bob Grosek, Bill Maynard, Mel & Dottie Fringer, Laura Woods.

Regent Bowerbird, O Reilly's (Sam Woods)
Report written by Sam Woods
ALL photos in this report were taken on this tour (special thanks to Bill Maynard for supplying his photos from the tour for this report).
I was along on this trip as a co-guide to learn the tour for future departures,and having only limited experience in Australia previously could understand first hand the many appeals of birding this vast country. Almost all birders who join this tour, do so as first time visitors to the small continent of Australia. Therefore perhaps the most
appealing aspect of this tour is the heaps of new families that are available. This was well illustrated on this tour where Bill counted 40 new families for himself at the end of it. Representatives from 87 different bird families were seen, including from all the Australian endemic families; and on one day out of Kingfisher Lodge we saw
species from 36 different families in this one day alone! Many strange and bizarre families exist in Australia that many people have had no experience of before from Logrunners to Mud-nest Builders, while Lyrebirds, Birds of Paradise and Bowerbirds are perhaps more familiar from nature programs like David Attenborough's landmark
series 'The Life of Birds' that for many birders immortalized Superb Lyrebirds in their memories; while Honeyeaters, Sitellas and Pardalotes are generally much less known. Australia is certainly the realm of the quirky and strange such as the monstrous Cassowary (that put on a spectacular show for us in Cairns), although there are also
more familiar birds like Parrots. However, for those who have only experienced the parrots of Asia and the Neotropics you are in for a surprise as the species here are generally boldly patterned and very brightly colored, making up some of the most colorful birds on the planet. Rightly earning Australia the nickname 'Land of the
Parrots'.
Diversity of birds and habitats is one of the other appeals to many of this tour-the Cairns section takes in birding within Queensland's humid tropical rainforests; home to birds such as the enormous Southern Cassowary and a bunch of Bowerbirds including the striking Regent Bowerbird; while around Sydney some of the birding is
around temperate forests that are home to such beauties as the Superb Lyrebird, one of the World's most accomplished mimics; while the heathlands around New South Wales hold such crackers as Southern Emuwrens and Superb Fairywrens; the Eucalypt woodlands hold birds like Spotted Quail-thrush, Bell Miners and Red-browed
Treecreepers; while the rugged coasts and cool mountain forests on Tasmania off the southern side of Australia are home to a host of colorful Australian Robins, and the coastlines provide important breeding areas for the World's smallest (and cutest) Penguin - Fairy (Little Blue) Penguin and one of the rarest plovers - Hooded Plover.
By taking in a great number of varied habitats and covering Queensland, New South Wales and Tasmania, the tour also gives you a good shot at some of the magnificent mammals that symbolize what a strange continent this is, and we experienced a fair number of them on this tour including a number of Wallabies and Kangaroos from
the dinky little Musky Rat-Kangaroo in northern Queensland to the diminutive Red-necked Pademelons in the rainforests of southern Queensland, to the huge Eastern Gray Kangaroos seen in the north of that state; along with the just plain weird Lumholtz's Tree-kangaroo recorded in the Cairns area. Aside from that a number of Shortbeaked Echidnas shuffling along the sides of the road gave us a unique experience of the strange, egg-laying monotremes.
The tour was an undoubted success with 418 species seen and a really good representation of Australian bird families (87 different families were seen on the tour), with Albatross and Penguins recorded along with both species of Lyrebirds, a whole host of handsome parrots, both species from the mud-nest builders and logrunner
families, emus in the dry inland areas along with one of the most highly sought after Honeyeater-Painted Honeyeater. A nesting Papuan Frogmouth at close range on the first day of the tour, set the tone with a number of nightbirds recorded on the tour including a superb view of a Marbled (Plumed) Frogmouth in southern Queensland
and a number of Tawny Frogmouths recorded completing the trio of Australian Frogmouths, and the Australian Owlet-nightjar we bumped into in northern Queensland was a welcome family addition for many and the Powerful Owls roosting at close range in Sydney were equally impressive for their considerable size.
24th October
The tour was due to start at 2pm with some light birding around Cairns, although plans needed to be changed fast when we were offered last minute access to a private garden where a nesting Papuan Frogmouth was available, but only if we could get there within half an hour of us finding out! We then frantically rang around all the
rooms where the group were staying (with little time for brief introductions of ourselves) and lured everyone out early with the promise of Australia's largest Frogmouth at close range. Sure enough, on arrival the owner of the garden showed us though to a bare branch where the cryptic Papuan Frogmouth was perched brazenly in the
open. The tour was off to a great start with the frogmouth being the first official species of the tour, and just across the road from the frogmouth Bill spotted a Black Butcherbird on a nest. We then got back on schedule by visiting a fruiting fig tree right in the heart of Cairns where a number of Double-eyed Fig-Parrots and a superb
Yellow-eyed (Barred) Cuckoo-shrike were taking advantage of the harvest. Surprisingly, we ended up seeing a number of these beautiful Cuckoo-shrikes over the coming days that are nomadic species in relation to abundance of fruiting trees. We then headed off into one of Cairns's quiet parks where we came across a few Yellow
& Brown-backed Honeyeaters and the main bird we had come here for - a pair of roosting Bush Thick-Knees (Stone-curlews). They are actually easier to find after nightfall when they become more active, although they are perhaps more convenient when you know where they are roosting and you can just walk right up to them!

Bush Thick-Knees, Cairns (Sam Woods)
We then 'retired' to the seafront in Cairns to look at the thousands of shorebirds moving close in shore with the rising tide. Among the hundreds of Red-necked Stints, were Greater Sandplovers and Mongolian Plovers, Terek Sandpipers, Great Knots, Red-capped Plovers, Australian Pelicans, Australian Ibises and a Buffbanded Rail walked out on the mud right in front of us, while Australian Swiftlets and Rainbow Lorikeets flew overhead. We then retired to the best Indian restaurant in Cairns, before our trip out to the reef the following day.
25th October
This day's birding did not add many species, although provided one of the great spectacles in birding - the sight of thousands of nesting seabirds on a tiny sandy 'cay' out on the Great Barrier Reef. We took a boat out to Michaelmas Cay, where we were greeted by the sight and deafening sounds of thousands of Brown Noddys on
arrival, mixing with many, many Sooty Terns, while a few Bridled Terns were also found among the mass of Sooties. Overhead we lucked into both Great & Lesser Frigatebirds, and the pristine beaches there were home to a number of other roosting terns, including Roseate, Black-naped, Lesser & Great Crested Terns. Some
of the group also took advantage of the superb snorkeling opportunities available on one of the best coral reefs in the World. On arrival back in Cairns we were greeted by a small group of Australian Hobbys, before we departed for the short ride to Cassowary House close to the town of Kuranda, northwest of Cairns.
26th October
Our exploration of the tropical rainforests of northern Queensland started in earnest today, and opened with an endemic Bird of Paradise - a male Victoria's Riflebird flying into a songpost right above our meeting place in the car park at dawn. For most of the people on the tour this was the first of many new families. A walk along
Black Mountain Road that borders the property saw us add another exciting new family - the Bowerbirds - when the catlike mewing of Spotted Catbirds alerted us to their presence in the treetops overhead. Spectacled Monarchs were interesting enough in the same area, although overshadowed by the striking Pied Monarchs
closeby, in splendid black-and-white plumage topped off brilliantly with an electric blue eye-ring. Another roadside 'cracker' was a brilliant male Yellow-breasted Boatbill, while a few calling Wompoo Pigeons were seen in the treetops above. A short time later, while heading back to the lodge, we got the call we were hoping for - the
cassowary had just wandered into the 'garden' outside our rooms. I think it is fair to say our pace quickened with this news and a short time later we found ourselves watching one of the World's most spectacular birds - a superb female Southern Cassowary at extremely close range (see photo for general idea!)

Southern Cassowary, Cassowary House (Sam Woods)
During breakfast on Sue's balcony, complete with a bewildering array of tropical fruits, we were able to watch Spotted Catbirds and a female Victoria Riflebird coming into feed on the same fruits that had been laid out especially for them, while in the 'rainforest garden' below a Red-necked Crake ran around behind the female
Cassowary which by then had a Musky Rat-Kangaroo for company (the World's smallest and strangest kangaroo). Surely one of the greatest breakfast experiences anywhere! Shell-shocked from this we all headed off north towards Daintree, and another fabulous lodge - Red Mill House (for many the best place stayed on the tour),
where Satin Flycatchers and Fairy Gerygones were found in the garden on arrival (and turned out to be our only sightings on the tour). A brief foray near the Daintree River saw us luck in on a Great-billed Heron that sailed past shortly before dusk, and a male Lovely Fairywren was the first of this stunning family for the tour
(with another Laughing Kookaburra closeby-a common endemic that was a daily feature on the tour). It seemed that nothing could go wrong for us at this stage, although a Large-tailed Nightjar frustrated us both at dusk and the following morning, proof that you cannot get absolutely everything! In fine Aussie tradition the Red
Mill laid on a great barbecue ('barbie'), while Northern Brown Bandicoots fed on food scraps on the lawn nearby.

Laughing Kookaburra and female Shining Flycatcher, Daintree (Sam Woods)
27th October
Although never a trip that adds an amazing amount of birds, the Daintree River cruise is always popular as it is just a great way to spend a few hours, cruising slowly through tranquil creeks shortly after sunrise. As we had seen the Papuan Frogmouth and Great-billed Heron already, we were looking for few birds, although the Little
Kingfisher was one were happy to get as it was our only real shot at it on the tour. Other additions included a male Cicadabird, a few nesting Large-billed Gerygones and a pair of superb Shining Flycatchers; while no one was complaining about further views of a Great-billed Heron or the huge roost containing thousands of
Spectacled Flying-foxes that we watched from the boat. It was then time to head towards Julatten with some designated stops along the way, not least for a fruiting fig tree that we had been tipped of about, that still held a number of feeding migrant Channel-billed Cuckoos (that had only recently arrived from their wintering
grounds in New Guinea). On arrival at the famous Kingfisher Lodge we had lunch by the feeders where Red-browed Firetails and Macleay's Honeyeaters dominated the feeding frenzy, while a few Blue-faced, Lewin's, & White-throated Honeyeaters made less frequent appearances. The afternoon saw us heading a short way
from the lodge to the small town of Mount Molloy that feels more like an Outback town than northern Queensland. The target here was a rare raptor - Square-tailed Kite, that was not too difficult to find as it was nesting at the time. Most people were a little disappointed with the restricted views of the top of the adults head we had,
and we were all grateful to get another much better view of a juvenile later on the tour, at another nest site near Brisbane. We then visited a staked out bower in the local school where we underwent the surreal experience of signing into the school as visitors, (with the teacher telling us it was currently at the bower), in order to see
their resident Great Bowerbird! We then made a brief visit to a nearby swamp where a Latham's Snipe flew up from the muddy edge and the flowering grevilias in the car park were host to some stunning White-cheeked Honeyeaters and a few Green Figbirds. We finished the day by staking out a nest hole at dusk, flashlights at
the ready. Sure enough, first one, then the pair of Australian Masked Owls emerged from their day roost.

Green Figbird left Abertoir Swamp, and Topknot Pigeon right Mount Lewis (Sam Woods & Iain Campbell)
28th October
The beauty of staying at Kingfisher Lodge is it is right in the center of some of tropical Queenslands very best birding areas, so there are many places easily accessed by day tripping from there. We had planned on this day to spend the whole day searching for some Atherton Tableland specialties on nearby Mount Lewis. The plan on this
day however changed when these proved way easier to come by than unusual giving us the opportunity to push onto other sites earlier than expected. The result of this was a huge day list full of some really interesting birds, simply because luck was with us on this day. The day started with a dawn vigil at a creek hoping for the elusive
Duck-billed Platypus, although unfortunately this was one species that eluded us on this day. On Mount Lewis new birds came thick and fast. All the birds seemed to be right where we made our first stop: Soon after dawn we got the first of the Atherton targets a number of Grey-headed Robins feeding on the deserted mountain road;
Mountain Thornbills and Atherton Scrubwrens were found feeding in the undergrowth closeby; Topknot Pigeons flew in and posed overhead a number of times; several Tooth-billed Catbirds made a welcome early appearance, as did several Bower's Shrike-thrushes; while a calling Fernwren had us anxiously scanning the
leaf litter until someone found him singing away from a small rock on the forest floor. As we had missed Chowchillas near Cairns earlier on the tour, this became a priority bird for us on Mount Lewis, even more so when one of the group had great views of one before they could alert anyone else to it! Try as we might we just could not
re-find this one, so we headed up a trail, until a movement on the forest floor revealed itself to be a fine pair of potbellied Chowchillas, feeding away by kicking up leaves, scooping them outwards with their feet from underneath their plump bellies. With mission well and truly accomplished we left Mount Lewis with time on our hands,
picking up the stunning Eastern Spinebill, both Olive-tailed (Bassian) Thrush and the endemic Russet-tailed Thrush in addition to a Rufous Fantail on the way out. With this changed plan we decided to return to Kingfisher Lodge lunch there and then try to find their resident pair of Noisy Pittas. Searching for pittas in the heat of
the day however is never the best method for finding them, although thankfully Mel found a pair of Noisy Pittas feeding quietly in the forest undergrowth, a stones throw from the lodge. Time to change the plan again! Iain decided the best plan of action was to head out into some dry country to the west, for some species more often
associated with the outback than tropical Queensland. The first stop was a dry, barren field where at the right time of day (i.e. dawn, and not this time!) Australian Bustards can often be seen displaying. However on this day a single Australian Bustard obliged by being present standing right in the open, in the middle of the afternoon.
That done, time to move on again to a dam we had not personally visited before although, was said to be good at that time, so with the spare time we had we decided to give it a try (picking up our only Black-faced Woodswallow en-route). The dam was just superb, a small pool in the middle of some really dry country proved to be
a magnet for birds coming into drink in the late afternoon. We waited patiently at the edge of the dam seeing another Aussie endemic - Squatter Pigeon, as well as Pale-headed Rosellas, Noisy Friarbirds, Black-fronted Dotterel, Gray-crowned Babblers and Black-throated Finches all coming down to the water's edge; while
close to the dam Brown Treecreepers made their first appearance of the tour. This was just one of those great days on a tour, with heaps of good birds in a variety of varied habitats; from the cool mountain birds on Mount Lewis at the start of the day; to the birds of the lowland rainforest in the middle of the day; to the birds of the
dry outback country at the end of the day. Add to those a whole host of families - 36 different families encountered on this one day alone ! (many new for most); that included representatives of the following: the bowerbirds, pittas, Australian Treecreepers, Pseudo (Australian) Babblers, Bustards, Mud-nest Builders, Apostlebirds &
White-winged Choughs, Logrunners, Fantails, Monarch Flycatchers, Drongos, Australian Robins, Whistlers, Woodswallows, Bellmagpies, Honeyeaters and Megapodes. Just great birding.

Squatter Pigeon and Galahs, Queensland (Sam Woods)
29th October
This was probably the favorite start to the days birding for many. We left Kingfisher Lodge early, and arrived shortly after dawn at a large swamp where we ate breakfast surrounded by Cranes. It was great to stand there (cereal in hand), looking out across the mist shrouded swamp, watching hundreds of Brolgas walking around sideby-side with Sarus Cranes, the sounds of their bugling calls echoing around us throughout. A superb experience. Having had our fill of cereal (and Cranes), we headed off to a nearby rainforest where we had one target bird in mind. In normal years we would have searched for Golden Bowerbird at Mount Lewis, although they had been
missing from their bower there for some time and it was a bird we were close to accepting we were going to miss. However there was another site we felt compelled to try as some people had at least seen it there fairly recently, although the site had undergone a lot of habitat destruction from a devastating cyclone in recent times. On
arrival the destruction was obvious with many felled trees and quite frankly, it looked a mess. The first job at hand was to find the bower and this took a little time, when Iain stumbled across what appeared to be a rather disheveled bower, that appeared old and abandoned. While contemplating this however, Iain heard the
unmistakable rattles and croaks of a Golden Bowerbird, and after a patient wait he found the bird calling closeby the bower. The bower was disheveled maybe, but out of use, no (thankfully)! I should mention we thought we had timed our arrival at the bower a little late in the day due to a superb mammal distraction along the way
when Mel found the normally shy and nocturnal Lumholtz's Tree-Kangaroo feeding shamelessly in the open, in the morning sunlight. This is one strange animal, many think that Kangaroos just do not belong in trees and looking at the cumbersome movements of this one that would seem right. Simply put, Tree-kangaroos appear like
an evolutionary chain that has not quite got there yet.

Lumholtz's Tree-Kangaroo, Hypipamee N P (left, Sam Woods) and
Eastern Gray Kangaroos, one of the giants of the Kangaroos,some standing over 1.3m tall. (right, Sam Woods)

A visit to Mareeba wetlands proved worthwhile for the Cotton Pygmy-geese amongst the more widespread Green Pygmy-geese, and a few Black-necked Storks. The drive down the entrance track alone proved good for the views of a pristine male Red-backed Fairywren, and a pair of displaying Pacific Bazas. Another swamp
stop at Hasties produced our only Scarlet Myzomela of the trip, a small brilliantly red honeyeater, and a lone Plumed Whistling-duck was also there. Mammals were a big feature of this years tour as many of the group were really interested in these. So with this in mind we knew it was important to search for the huge Eastern
Gray Kangaroos in the area (one of the largest living marsupials), and where better to find them than loafing around in the midday sun on the golf course - a great reliable stake out! we ended the day driving to the homely town of Mount Molloy where the local pub does a mean grill, although on the way back a White-throated
Nightjar that flew up from the roadside had Iain screaming to a halt. Unfortunately it never showed again, but while there we heard another strange call that we thought may be a strange contact call of an Australian Owlet-nightjar. As this was Bob's number one target for the tour we kept searching in earnest, before Iain found it
sitting in the knot of a close Eucalypt tree. A great moment, a lifebird for all and a new family for almost all, this bird was voted bird of the trip by most.

Black-necked Stork left and Pied Butcherbird right (Sam Woods and Iain Campbell)
30th October
We finally left Kingfisher Lodge today, that had been a brilliant base for our three nights there. Before we left however we had a last pre-breakfast try at getting one of the Blue-faced Parrotfinches that had been seen locally recently (and we had missed on our first afternoon there). As it had been seen since we had last tried, and the
other cooperative birds in the area allowed us some time to look for it, we thought we would give it one last go. There was little action in the area for half an hour before some twitching grass stems had Iain homing in on a male Blue-faced Parrotfinch. The bird was typically elusive (never straying far from dense cover), although
most of us got good looks by carefully peering through the grass stems. Now it was definitely time to leave Kingfisher Park. After breakfast we headed gradually back towards Cairns for our final night there before our departure to Brisbane the next day. En-route back we made a few stops for a pair of White-browed Robins that were
very cooperative by a roadside creek; Bloack-faced Cuckooshrikes and a Little Bronze-cuckoo were seen elsewhere on the return journey as were Pheasant Coucal, Olive-backed Oriole, Rainbow Bee-eaters, Silver-eyes, Fairy Martins, and Brown Gerygones. Although a finch flock (comprising mainly Double-barred Finches,
Nutmeg Mannikins and Chestnut-breasted Munias) close to Cairns, contained one of the days best birds (just behind the rare Parrotfinch), with several vivid red male Crimson Finches.

White-browed Robin, Queensland (Sam Woods)
31st October
After our morning flight to Brisbane we headed first to some mangroves on the outskirts of Brisbane where we found our two mangrove targets - Mangrove Honeyeater and Mangrove Gerygone along with our only trip Collared Kingfisher. We then drove directly to O-Reilly's rainforest lodge south of Brisbane in southern
Queensland. This lodge rightly has a reputation for one of the best rainforest experiences in Australia. A family run lodge, that is really popular amongst birders and general nature tourists alike they manage to balance the different needs of these brilliantly. The birders do not interfere with their experience and vice versa. This was the
first time we had taken a tour there and it turned out really well, largely thanks to their excellent resident bird guide, Tim O'Reilly, who was a great help to us in our time there and we would strongly recommend his services to anyone visiting this superb rainforest retreat.

Crimson Rosella, a bird that can be a little over friendly at O Reilly's, and Australian King-parrot (Sam Woods)
As you first reach O'Reilly's the first thing you are greeted by are people crowded round a feeding area where dozens of wild Crimson Rosellas and Australian King-parrots come to be fed by the tourists daily. A dudey aspect to the trip sure, but the views are amazing, and they are simply great looking birds, so I was not
complaining! We whisked past this (with people straining at the door to get out and take advantage of the parrot show, although we had checking in duties to fulfill at that time). Their patience reached bursting point when we then passed another feeding area further up, where through the bus windows we could see many Regent
Bowerbirds perched in trees right in front of the reception with a few Satin Bowerbirds for company. At that we simply had to let the group out (for fear of a mutiny), and we soon all enjoyed incredible views of these exquisite rainforest species...

O Reilly's feeders are legendary - these two endemic rainforest 'stunners' are daily visitors: male Regent Bowerbird left, and male Satin Bowerbird right (Iain Campbell & Sam Woods)

Although its good to drive short distances to good birding sites. It is nice once in a while to just step right out of your door straight into the rainforest, and that is exactly what you can do at O'Reilly's. Our first foray onto one of their many trails found us our last catbird of the trip - the endemic Green Catbird (that sounds even more
like a cat in serious pain than its northern cousin, the Spotted Catbird). While listening to the strange straggled cries of the catbird we could also hear the whipcraking call of the aptly named Eastern Whipbird, and the male skulking beneath a fallen tree was yet another new family for most. Whilst in the trees above a Paradise
Riflebird just would not show, although a fine male Rose Robin was nice compensation. The day ended with some poor nightbirding-little calling and nothing showing. However, one of the other attractions of O Reilly's is the abundance of marsupials, and we enjoyed watching Red-necked Pademelons (a tiny kangaroo) feeding outside
our cabins, while a Sugar Glider and a Common Ringtail Possum showed up on our night walk.
1st November
For our full day at O Reilly's we walked from our cabins along a great rainforest trail during the morning, where we picked up the skulking Olive Whistler and a pair of Southern Logrunners (the only other, equally quirky, member of a family that also contains the Chowchilla seen around northern Queensland); before a full and
comprehensive breakfast back at the lodge; while our longer walk after 'brekky' (needed after our exertions for breakfast!), we ventured further along another trail. Eventually we picked up our main target of the morning, the rarer representative of the two species in another infamous Australian family - the Lyrebirds. Lyrebirds are
extremely accomplished mimics so it was important to try and pick out their varied, ever-changing mimicry amongst the morning rainforest chorus in order to find one. However despite us hearing a number of these giving their distinctive unique phrases thrown in amidst the myriad of mimicry of Satin Bowerbirds, Green Catbirds and
others, we just never seemed to get close to them before they fell silent. So we carried on pushing up the trail, where Iain had frustratingly brief glimpses of a male, that thankfully reappeared not long after the gloom had begun to set in after everyone had missed the first sighting. The strange thing was, when seeing this Albert's
Lyrebird was how unconcerned by our presence it was, if they do not want to be found they are very hard birds to locate, but this one merely carried on scratching away at the leaf litter for food below, without caring that there was a bunch of us sat there watching just a few meters away. The other bird we were keen on getting, was
the last of Australia's pair of endemic Birds of Paradise - the Paradise Riflebird, that we managed to get several good views of along the trail that morning. The other main target for the day was however far less cooperative, although with Rufous Scrub-birds this is to be expected and although we all heard him well, we had to settle
for only brief views of this notorious rainforest floor skulker. We then enjoyed a great picnic spread (prepared by one of Iain's friends who'd traveled out from Brisbane especially to lay this on for us), with a pair of strikingly patterned Wonga Pigeons parading around close to our picnic tables throughout. After a short afternoon break
we headed out of the rainforest and birded some Eucalypt-dominated wet sclerophyll woodland on the fringes of the property. A very different habitat and set of birds to those found in the dark rainforest interior. Literally minutes after entering the desired habitat we heard the chattering of a Red-browed Treecreeper and found one of
the small party lingering on the side of a dead snag for us. Nearby there was a striking Striated Pardalote, and a little further down the road we heard the distinctive tinkling of some Bell Miners (another endemic honeyeater), and found 5 or so in the trees above. We had another brief try at some nightbirds, failing dismally again in
the early evening downpour. However, after another fine O Reilly's spread (with a family of Mountain Brushtail Possums feeding by the restaurant window throughout), we headed out to another frogmouth site (with the gratefully accepted help of resident guide Tim O Reilly). Immediately we heard a pair calling on arrival. This filled
us with false bravado, which was soon dashed when 30 minutes later we were still sitting there, hearing the same frogmouth without having had even a glimpse. Soon after both Iain and my flashlights lost power and the bird looked to have got away. However, having never seen this bird before and knowing how difficult it can be, I was
especially keen to get it and am eternally grateful that Tim lent us his flashlight, which soon after was focused slap bang on a brilliant, close Plumed (Marbled) Frogmouth. A superb last night at O Reilly's.

Red-browed Treecreeper, O Reilly's (Sam Woods)
2nd November
Despite our undoubted success with birds at O Reilly's there are always more to find and we decided to get just plain greedy and go after more. So what could have been a relaxed drive back to Brisbane for the flight to New South Wales turned into a slightly more panicked drive than planned. The day started with us in the sclerophyll
forest again. As we slowly drove down the track, having heard our target bird calling distantly only a short time earlier, first a female and then a cracking male Spotted Quail-thrush wandered out onto the open gravel track in front of our van. They then fed in the open on and off for 10 minutes with everyone getting incredible views
of this usually extremely shy bird. For me this was the top bird of the trip (although for others it is hard to beat Cassowaries, Pittas and Bowerbirds!) A Painted Buttonquail in the same area proved to be our only buttonquail of the tour. Although a birding tour, the mammal list was going well and people were really keen to try for
Koala on the journey back to Brisbane. Bizarrely the stronghold of this fast declining mammal has traditionally been the Brisbane area and it has been coming under increasing threat from urban sprawl and road developments leading to high road mortality rates. As we were leaving the lodge Tim appeared with the news that he had just
seen some Glossy Black-cockatoos for the first time in 6 months on the exit road out, so we headed straight down there and after an initially anxious wait, some soft calls alerted us to a small group feeding in their favored Casuarina trees.

Glossy Black-cockatoo, O Reilly's (Sam Woods)
With the distraction of these scarce cockatoos, we were then a little pushed for time, although still managed to squeeze in a visit to a park in the suburbs of Brisbane where the hoped for Koala was right on view on arrival, along with a nesting Tawny Frogmouth (that completed the trio of Aussie Frogmouths, with the Marbled the
night before and the nesting Papuan Frogmouth that was the tours first official bird); and a nesting Square-tailed Kite all in the same area. Hard to take this all in within 30 minutes although that is exactly what we had to do to be sure we made our flight to Sydney. We then flew into Sydney, taking in some great aerial views of the
harbor bridge and opera house as we came in.

A trio of Aussie Frogmouths - left Papuan Frogmouth, our first bird of the tour in Cairns; middle Plumed (Marbled) Frogmouth
in O Reilly's; &right young Tawny Frogmouth in New South Wales (one of 4 sightings of the latter, including two nesting pairs!)
Photos by Sam Woods/Iain Campbell/Sam Woods
3rd November
After our late pm arrival in Sydney the day before, this was our first exploration of the area. We began at dawn in the bird-rich Royal National Park, on the outskirts of Australia's largest and most populous city. Its hard to believe you are just a short throw from the 'hubbub' of Sydney when Southern Boobooks and Superb Lyrebirds can
be heard calling closeby, but that is the unique experience that is Royal N P. Unfortunately both of these birds eluded us as did almost everything else initially with a very quiet opening to a day which turned out just great in the end. With the extreme quiet in the temperate forest around Wattle Flat, and calm weather apparent at the
time, we decided to head out on to the park's heathlands for some of the other (very different) targets. Soon after arrival some striking New Holland Honeyeaters and Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters both showed up. However our attempts at Chestnut-rumped Hylacola (Heathwren) fell flat without a response at all. So we went after
the true beauty of the heaths - the Southern Emuwren, which while fairly common can be a bugger to see if there is the slightest breath of wind. Thankfully there was no wind, but just enough rain in showers to make life interesting. However in one of the breaks between the heavier bouts of rain we heard the barely audible insectlike calls and eventually after initially being a little difficult a superb male showed repeatedly, and soon after a Chestnut-rumped Hylacola awoke from its apparent disinterest and began singing from the top of a near shrub. In between these birds a Spotted Harrier ghosted over the heath, and proved to be the only one we got on
the tour. Try as we might we could not find any further Beautiful Firetails after Iain had a view of one darting across the heath, but I guess you have to miss something once in a while. Next stop was back to Royal's temperate forests and sandstone outcrops. First the rocky outcrops, where finally a Rock Warbler (Origma) responded
and perched several times on top of a sandstone outcrop close to where they had a hanging nest underneath an overhanging rock. This bird used to be considered in its own monotypic family, although has now been widely placed within the diverse Thornbill family. As the only bird endemic to the state of New South Wales, despite its
drabness, a key bird for many. On arrival back at Wattle Flat, Iain picked up the ever-changing mimicry of the master mimic, Superb Lyrebird, and we headed straight for the sound and soon after were treated to great views of a extravagantly plumed male lyrebird. This is the species that was made famous for birders in David
Attenborough's landmark show, the 'Life of Birds', where a bird from victoria state did a varied rendition of many species and then capped it off with an uncanny impression of a camera shutter release and then a chainsaw! This bird was a little more restricted in its vocal range, although appreciated highly none the less. Before leaving
the Royal behind us we found a Crested Shrike-tit right beside the car, and we then departed the park for a suburb of Sydney where Iain has had some luck with a reliable owl stake out over recent years. As the rains were now quite heavy we left the group in the car while we searched the dense tangles for our target and soon after I
found the first of a pair of enormous, Powerful Owls sheltering in a thick vine tangle from the downpour.

New Holland Honeyeater left, and Tawny-crowned Honeyeater right, Royal National Park, Sydney (Bill Maynard)
Having got the owl our time in Sydney was over and with an onshore wind picking up we drove south along the coast stopping near Shellharbour for some lunch and a touch of seawatching. A first glance out at sea indicated this could be a good move as we were greeted by the sight of thousands of Shearwaters. Over lunch we picked
up Short-tailed Sooty, Wedge-tailed & Fluttering Shearwaters, White-fronted Tern and Australian Gannet. However best of all was a superb Shy Albatross that glided close inshore on several occasions. Another highlight was a large Humpback Whale out in the bay which breached a number of times giving us all an eyeful.
While we were getting our first views of the Albatross a noisy Sooty Oystercatcher flew in and was barely noticed in the excitement, but thankfully settled down where we could all get great views as it fed on the rocky coastline with the waves crashing behind it. It turned out to be our sole sighting of the tour. Our journey to Barren
Grounds was largely uneventful with the weather at Barren Grounds (thick fog interspersed with chilling rain), proving a turn off to the birds and we only managed to hear the hoped-for Eastern Bristlebirds and Ground Parrots. A mammal of note however almost became the latest road casualty when a Short-beaked Echidna
began to waddle precariously towards the road and Iain dashed out to the rescue...

Short-beaked Echidna, Barren Grounds - the only other mammal in Australia,
in the egg-laying order of the monotremes (along with Duckbilled Platypus)
4th November
The tour was flying up until this point and then the weather dealt us a low blow. High winds and thick fog greeted us at Barren Grounds that led us to leave the area without the hoped for specialties. We did see a number of White-throated Treecreepers and Superb Fairywrens, though they were scant compensation for the Ganggang Cockatoos and Eastern Bristlebirds that were only heard calling in the mist. Our journey westwards into the dry country saw us swap the mist-enshrouded heaths and forests for open pasture land and dry Eucalypt woodlands. The contrast in scenery and habitat from the beginning of the day to the end could not have been
more marked. This long journey gave us a varied and interesting new set of birds: Brown Songlarks were perched atop almost every post alongside one particular field, while a regal group of half a dozen of Australia's largest native bird - the Emu was a requested family tick (lifer) for most. By traveling inland to the drier country we
were entering the true 'land of the parrots' and we came upon first a few Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoos, then many Red-rumped Parrots, a blooming tree held a pair of noisy Little Lorikeets, a tree with several small parties of Cockatiels, while a few Yellow Rosellas seen along the way turned out to be the only ones of the
tour. However, the Superb Parrots remained for the guides eyes only, unfortunately. A frantic mobbing bird party made us a little suspicious and the stop proved shrewd as the birds were hassling a young Southern Boobook perched just outside a nesthole. Other birds picked up on the journey included a Restless Flycatcher and a
party of White-winged Choughs shuffling along the ground completed the family sweep (with the Apostlebirds recorded earlier on the tour, being the only other member).
5th November
Our first full day in true inland New South Wales was a classic - some great birding in dry woodland at the start of the day with a swamp vigil producing loads of new waterbirds at the days end. We began at daybreak at Binya, a great area of dry woodland interspersed with a maze of tracks and trails. The dawn chorus that greeted us
there was exciting as several Painted Honeyeaters were heard in amongst the rest and soon after we found a male singing from a dead snag, with a trip exclusive Black Honeyeater close by. One of the most highly wanted members of the family, because it can be tricky and also because it is just a handsome bird period. Binya was
just brimming with birds - new birds were everywhere with Mulga Parrots, Black-eared Cuckoo, Speckled Warbler (one of the host species for the former), Western Gerygone, and several White-browed Babblers. A singing Crested Bellbird on another day could have stolen the show. However, the star of the morning was a
dazzling male Splendid Fairywren, a shockingly bright electric blue bird that just seems to glow from the bushes and brought audible gasps from some of the less controlled among us! We then left and had lunch in an area near Griffith where Bluebonnets and Yellow-throated (White-rumped) Miners were new for us, although a
nesting Tawny Frogmouth was our second pair with young on the trip. After lunch we left for a waterbird spectacular at Five Bough Swamp - arguably the best site for wetland birds in all of New South Wales. As Australia was undergoing a devastating drought at the time (their worst in 100 years), this was the part of the trip we were
most concerned about as reports of straying inland birds turning up on the coast indicated there may be some birds missing from their usual haunts due to the severe stresses caused by the water shortage. Before we had reached the water we picked up a scarce chat - White-fronted Chat that favors the reedy fringes of wetlands like
this. On arrival at the swamp proper we were worried to find far less ducks than usual and water levels very low (where were the expected Freckled Ducks, Blue-billed or Musk Ducks?) However there was still plenty to keep us busy, with Red-kneed Dotterels, an attractive lone Red-necked Avocet, Black-tailed native-hens,
Hoary-headed & Australian Grebes, Royal & Yellow-billed Spoonbills, Australian Shelducks and eventually (after searching another area) a whole bunch of Freckled Ducks. The lower water at this time was a boon for crakes though and we had close up views of many Baillon's Crakes, Australian Crakes and a single
Spotless Crake. The reeds were loaded with calling Little Grassbirds, while Swamp Harriers and Australian Kites were seen hawking the reedbeds overhead. A dusk vigil at a look out paid off when a large bird cruising over the the swamp proved to be the Australian Bittern we had been waiting for. A great days wetland birding,
and although we had missed Musk and Blue-billed Ducks, we hoped we might catch up with these later.

Painted Honeyeater left, Binya and Australian Crake right, Five Bough Swamp (Sam Woods and Bill Maynard)
6th November
This was definitely one of the slower days on the tour, with bird activity unusually low. The morning was spent in some mallee habitat and no day in Australia would be complete without a swamp stop, so we stopped in at Blue Gum Swamp also. The swamp was useful is holding many of the endemic Pink-eared Duck, a bird that had
eluded most of us at Five Bough by only being seen briefly in flight overhead. Other birds seen on the journey between our base at Leeton and Dubbo, included a hulking Wedge-tailed Eagle watched plucking a Galah by the roadside, Mistletoebirds, Australian Kestrels, Pied Butcherbirds, White-winged Choughs and
Apostlebirds, White-plumed & White-eared Honeyeaters, Rufous Whistler, Common Bronzewing, Crested Pigeon, Eastern Rosella, Black-faced Cuckooshrike, Sacred Kingfisher, Laughing Kookaburra, Australian Reed-warblers and Australian Bushlark for the first time.

Eastern Rosella and Musk Lorikeet (left, Sam Woods & right, Bill Maynard)
7th November
The morning was spent in an area of Mallee where a Black (Swamp) Wallaby on the dirt road was a new marsupial for the tour at dawn. Other birds seen in the mallee and in the drive to Kandos included Brown Quail, Mallee Ringneck (yet another parrot!), Dollarbird, Pale Yellow Robin, Jacky-Winter, a few breathtaking Redcapped Robins, and host of thornbills - with Inland, Buff-rumped, Chestnut-rumped & Yellow-rumped Thornbills all recorded in the mallee areas, along with further Pied Currawongs and White-throated Treecreepers. A lunch stop in a small town park was beneficial when we discovered some flowering melaleucas in the
park that held a pair of the scarce Musk Lorikeets, while the park also held a few scavenging Red Wattlebirds (complete with the bizarre red wattles that give this honeyeater its name). Musk Lorikeets are named so because they emit a faint odor, the function of which is not yet known, although I can honestly say we couldn't detect
this smell while we were watching them!

8th November
The day dawned in the Capertee Valley, a favored birding haunt of many Sydney birders. Before we had arrived at our first stop Iain had to make a brief stop to make another animal rescue when we found a young Tawny Frogmouth sat in the road, and a large kangaroo further along the road was our only Euro of the trip. On arrival
at our first spot in the Capertee we soon picked up a small party of beautiful Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters, while a singing Rufous Songlark in the same area was also a trip addition as were a pair of Hooded Robins, and a small party of Dusky Woodswallows sallying for insects from a dead snag. As we stood on the bridge waiting
a single Turquoise Parrot flew overhead calling all the while, an unexpected sighting of this rare parrot that had eluded us at some sites within inland New South Wales. We then headed to some other areas in the Capertee where Fuscous Honeyeaters were found in their usual spot and several smart White-browed
Woodswallows hawked insects from low in the trees, and around 20 Diamond Firetails were found feeding in roadside paddocks. As the day wore on we made our way steadily back to Sydney to catch our onward flight to Tasmania, although we made a designated stop at some sewage works where a dozen Blue-billed Ducks were
found as we'd hoped (a bird that we had expected to see further inland, and had presumably moved on in response to the severe drought conditions). The 40 or so Australian Shovelers also there were also a trip exclusive. We then caught the flight to Hobart in southern Tasmania, off the southern end of Australia, for the chilliest part
of the tour (Tasmania is the only landfall between Australia's southern edge and the Antarctic).

Dusky Woodswallow left, and White-browed Woodswallows right, both in the Capertee Valley (Sam Woods & Iain Campbell)
9th November
Tasmania has a strangely British feel to it, with many English sounding names, like Mount Wellington, Glenorchy, Kettering and Dover, in addition to some fine scenery, seemingly straight out of the Scottish highlands. However one look at the birds and there is no doubting where you are. We took our breakfast in the field at Peter Murrel
reserve, the home of one of Tasmania's and indeed Australia's rarest, most threatened birds - the Forty-spotted Pardalote, so named for the rows of white spotting on the wings. Day break was spent sifting through the many Spotted Pardalotes for their rare cousin to no avail. However before we get onto that, we found some of the
other endemics that are special to Tasmania, including Green Rosella, Tasmanian Native-hen, Black-headed Honeyeater; while a nearby Gray Currawong made it easy on us by flashing us his diagnostic white vent (the rarer of the two Tasmanian species, this prevented us having to lure one in later with chips!) A wander up a
short trail saw us walk straight in to our main target, when the rare Tassie endemic, Forty-spotted Pardalote repeatedly visited the same dead snag, so may well have been nesting in the area; while a short distance away the hardest of the trio of Tassie endemic Honeyeaters - Strong-billed Honeyeater - was found probing away at
the underside of the bark (a niche that it may have filled on Tasmania due to the total absence of any treecreepers on the island), while a number of the commonest (yet most attractive) of the Tassie honeyeaters - Yellow-throated Honeyeaters were also seen. The flight south had brought us to cooler climes and everyone was a little
too happy that we had missed the first ferry to Bruny Island so that we could take full advantage of the hot drinks in the quayside cafe. As it happens this is not a bad move as a few Pacific Gulls were out in the harbour (a bird restricted to Tasmania and the southern coasts of Australia), while a number of the near-endemic Blackfaced Cormorants were resting on the wharf just outside...

Black-faced Cormorant left and Black Currawong right (an endemic roadside bird) Tasmania (Sam Woods)
On reaching Bruny island we felt we had reached another deserted part of the Scottish highlands, with wild and beautifully rugged terrain and jagged shorelines, although a roadside pair of Dusky Robins (the only endemic robin on Tasmania) soon brought back into the real world. The rocky shorelines all seemed to hold roosting
parties of Pied Oystercatchers, and a stop at a penguin colony (where the penguins were all currently hiding in their burrows or out to sea), found us both Tasmanian Thornbill (complete with diagnostic puffy white undertail coverts) and Brown (Tasmanian) Scrubwren. We headed straight for a tranquil white sand beach where
minutes after arriving we found our target - the rare Hooded Plover huddled behind some rocks. After a lunch with a male Superb Fairywren for company the whole time looking for a handout, Dave spotted some flowering trees further up the bay and with a specific nectar feeding, near-endemic parrot in mind, we headed straight
for them. Our initial searches turned up nothing, although just as a Brush Bronzewing came in landed close by a couple of the hoped for Swift Parrots flew in and began feeding on the nectar harvest. The last stop before we left Bruny was a known territory of the pretty Pink Robin, that for the third year running duly obliged and
perched right out in the open, seemingly absorbing all the praise from the enthusiastic birders all around. There are some very good robins in Australia but there is just something about that subtle rose-pink breast that people just seem to rave about. We then left Bruny Island behind and drove up Mount Wellington on the outskirts of
Hobart, that allows some great views out over the city and the huge harbour. The endemic Black Currawong is pretty easy to come by up there as they are a regular roadside bird. A stop for a singing robin later on proved highly fortuitous as we found not only a pair of fantastic Flame Robins, but also a Crescent Honeyeater (our
45th and final honeyeater of the tour), and better still a singing Calamanthus (Striated Fieldwren). Not bad at all. With seemingly little left to look for on the final day, we retired to a great Thai restaurant in the quiet city of Hobart.
10th November
Flushed with our success from the day before, we started thinking about alternative plans, and we all agreed it would be a nice close to go and watch thousands of penguins coming to shore that evening for the tour finale. First things first though. Early in the morning we went to a local reserve in Hobart where the the last of the robins
was calling on arrival, and soon after we saw our final of the Tassie robins, that is also strangely the commonest robin on there - with a couple of superb male Scarlet Robins competing for the same territory. A lone Kelp Gull was also circling close by with another Pacific Gull for good side-by-side comparison. We then headed up to
Ferntree and Mount Wellington for the last of the Tassie endemics. Before we looked for that however a cafe stop was in order, where the Gray Currawong was hanging out ready for another handout (although as we had seen this earlier he was unlucky on this day!) The last Tasmanian specialty took us a little time, being a shy
understorey bird, although the crisp white underparts of the Scrubtit gave it away eventually as we watched it foraging in the thick temperate forest mid layer. We then afforded ourselves a break after the rigors of a long birding trip, before we headed along the east coast of Tassie for our 'penguin odyssey'. Before going after the
penguins however we stopped in (with little time to spare), at a known area for the handsome near-endemic Cape Barren Goose and thankfully, with time limited, a pair were waiting for us on arrival.

Flame Robin left and Cape Barren Geese right, Tasmania (Iain Campbell)
It was then full steam ahead for Little Penguins, although birders are nothing if not easily distracted and a couple of stops were 'needed' on the way - first for a trip exclusive Fairy Tern in a secluded bay; and then a roadside lake packed with wildfowl was simply a must stop opportunity. Before we had even started scanning in earnest
for any gaps on the list that might be sitting on the lake, someone spotted a pair of Musk Ducks that had frustratingly eluded us up until now - a classic last minute bird if ever there was one. We then reached Bicheno and headed out on our 'penguin safari', being treated to some full-on close up views of Little (Fairy) Penguins as
they came onto the shore from their day time fishing sprees in many small groups wandering past us literally within inches of their surrounding admirers (us!). A truly magical way to end what had been a superb tour for birds, with 418 species seen including representatives of all the major Aussie families. When someone leaves the trip
with 40 new families (out of an amazing 87 families seen on the tour in total), it is easy to believe the trip had gone well. The tour started with Papuan Frogmouth as the first official species and ended with Little (Fairy) Penguin as the final bird of the tour. Although there was a long drive back to Hobart at the end of it all, mammal
additions in the form of Tasmanian Devil, Common Brushtail Possum, and Tasmanian (Rufous/Red-bellied) Pademelon made the return leg pass by a little more easily!

BIRD LIST
Taxonomy and nomenclature follow: Clements, James F. 2000. Birds of the World: A Checklist. Fifth Edition. Vista, CA: Ibis Publishing Co. Includes recent updates.
All the birds on this list (421 were recorded in total) were seen by at least one person in the group other then the leader, except those marked with a 'GO' that denotes seen by the guide only, and those marked with an 'H' that were only heard.
Birds in bold black are birds endemic to the Australian/Tasmania region; while those marked in bold red are endemics to Tasmania only.
CASSOWARIES Casuariidae
Southern Cassowary Casuarius casuarius
EMU Dromaiidae
Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae
PENGUINS Spheniscidae
Little (Fairy) Penguin Eudyptula minor
GREBES Podicipedidae
Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae
Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
ALBATROSSES Diomedeidae
Shy Albatross Thalassarche cauta
SHEARWATERS & PETRELS Procellariidae
Wedge-tailed Shearwater Puffinus pacificus
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus
Short-tailed Shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris
Fluttering Shearwater Puffinus gavia
TROPICBIRDS Phaethontidae
Red-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon rubricauda
PELICANS Pelecanidae
Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus
GANNETS AND BOOBIES Sulidae
Australian Gannet Morus serrator
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
CORMORANTS Phalacrocoracidae
Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius
Black-faced Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscescens
Little Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos
ANHINGAS Anhingidae
Darter Anhinga melanogaster
FRIGATEBIRDS Fregatidae
Great Frigatebird Fregata minor
Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel
HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS Ardeidae
Pacific (White-necked) Heron Ardea pacifica
Great-billed Heron Ardea sumatrana
Great Egret Ardea alba
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia
White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Pacific Reef-Heron Egretta sacra
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
Striated Heron Butorides striata
Rufous Night-Heron Nycticorax caledonicus
Australasian Bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus
STORKS Ciconiidae
Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
IBIS AND SPOONBILLS Threskiornithidae
Australian Ibis Threskiornis molucca
Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia
Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes
DUCKS, GEESE, SWANS Anatidae
Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmata
Plumed Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna eytoni
Wandering Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arcuata
Black Swan Cygnus atratus
Cape Barren Goose Cereopsis novaehollandiae
Freckled Duck Stictonetta naevosa

Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides
Green Pygmy-goose Nettapus pulchellus
Cotton Pygmy-goose Nettapus coromandelianus
Maned (Australian Wood) Duck Chenonetta jubata
Gray Teal Anas gracilis
Chestnut Teal Anas castanea
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa
Australian Shoveler Anas rhynchotis
Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus
White-eyed Duck (Hardhead) Aythya australis
Blue-billed Duck Oxyura australis
Musk Duck Biziura lobata
OSPREY Pandionidae
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
HAWKS, EAGLES AND KITES Accipitridae
Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata
Square-tailed Kite Lophoictinia isura
Australian Kite Elanus axillaris
Black Kite Milvus migrans
Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster
Swamp Harrier Circus approximans
Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis
Gray Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae
Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus
Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrocephalus
Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax
Little Eagle Aquila morphnoides
FALCONS AND CARACARAS Falconidae
Australian Kestrel Falco cenchroides
Australian Hobby Falco longipennis
Brown Falcon Falco berigora
MEGAPODES Megapodiidae
Australian Brush-turkey Alectura lathami
Orange-footed Scrubfowl Megapodius reinwardt
PHEASANTS & PARTRIDGES Phasianidae
Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora
BUTTONQUAIL Turnicidae
Painted Buttonquail Turnix varia
CRANES Gruidae
Sarus Crane Grus antigone
Brolga Grus rubicunda
RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS Rallidae
Red-necked Crake Rallina tricolor
Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis
Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla
Australian Crake Porzana fluminea
Spotless Crake Porzana tabuensis
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio
Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa
Black-tailed Native-hen Gallinula ventralis
Tasmanian Native-hen Gallinula mortierri
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra
BUSTARDS Otididae
Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis
JACANAS Jacanidae
Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacea
OYSTERCATCHERS Haematopodidae
Pied Oystercatcher Haematopus longirostris
Sooty Oystercatcher Haematopus fuliginosus
AVOCETS AND STILTS Recurvirostridae
White-headed Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus
Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra novaehollandiae
THICK-KNEES Burhinidae
Bush Thick-knee Burhinus grallarius
PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS Charadriidae
Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles
Red-kneed Dotterel Erythrogonys cinctus
Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva
Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus
Mongolian Plover Charadrius mongolus
Greater Sandplover Charadrius leschenaultii
Hooded Plover Thinornis cucullatus
Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops
SANDPIPERS Scolopacidae
Latham's Snipe Gallinago hardwickii
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Gray-tailed Tattler Heterosceles brevipes
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
GULLS Laridae
Pacific Gull Larus pacificus
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus
Silver Gull Larus novaehollandiae
TERNS Sternidae
Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica
Caspian Tern Sterna caspia
Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis
Great Crested Tern Sterna bergii
Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii
Black-naped Tern Sterna sumatrana
White-fronted Tern Sterna striata
Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Little Tern Sterna albifrons
Fairy Tern Sterna nereis
Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus
Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus
Brown Noddy Anous stolidus
PIGEONS AND DOVES Columbidae
White-headed Pigeon Columba leucomela
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis
Brown Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia phasianella
Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica
Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera
Brush Bronzewing Phaps elegans
Crested Pigeon Geophaps lophotes
Squatter Pigeon Geophaps scripta
Peaceful Dove Geopelia placida
Bar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis
Wonga Pigeon Leucosarcia melanoleuca
Wompoo (Pigeon) Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus magnificus
Superb Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus superbus
Torresian Imperial-Pigeon Ducula spilorrhoa
Topknot Pigeon Lopholaimus antarcticus
COCKATOOS Cacatuidae
Glossy Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus lathami
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus funereus
Gang-gang Cockatoo Callocephalon fimbriatum
Galah Eolophus roseicapillus
Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita
Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus
PARROTS Psittacidae
Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus
Musk Lorikeet Glossopsitta concinna
Little Lorikeet Glossopsitta pusilla
Double-eyed Fig-Parrot Cyclopsitta diophthalma
Mallee Ringneck Barnardius barnardi
Green Rosella Platycercus caledonicus
Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans
Yellow Rosella Platycercus flaveolus
Eastern Rosella Platycercus eximius
Pale-headed Rosella Platycercus adscitus
Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius
Red-rumped Parrot Psephotus haematonotus
Bluebonnet Northiella haematogaster
Turquoise Parrot Neophema pulchella
Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor
Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus GO
Ground Parrot Pezoporus wallicus H
Australian King-Parrot Alisterus scapularis
Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus
Superb Parrot Polytelis swainsonii GO
CUCKOOS Cuculidae
Pallid Cuckoo Cuculus pallidus
Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis
Black-eared Cuckoo Chrysococcyx ocsculans
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx basalis
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus
Little Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx minutillus
Australian Koel Eudynamys cyanocephala
Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae
Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus
BARN-OWLS Tytonidae
Australian Masked-Owl Tyto novaehollandiae
Barn Owl Tyto alba
OWLS Strigidae
Powerful Owl Ninox strenua
Southern Boobook Ninox boobook
OWLET-NIGHTJARS Aegothelidae
Australian Owlet-Nightjar Aegotheles cristatus
FROGMOUTHS Podargidae
Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides
Marbled Frogmouth Podargus ocellatus
Papuan Frogmouth Podargus papuensis
NIGHTJARS Caprimulgidae
White-throated Nightjar Eurostopodus mystacalis
Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus
SWIFTS Apodidae
Glossy Swiftlet Aerodramus esculenta
Australian Swiftlet Aerodramus terraereginae
KINGFISHERS Alcedinidae
Azure Kingfisher Alcedo azurea
Little Kingfisher Alcedo pusilla
Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae
Blue-winged Kookaburra Dacelo leachii
Forest Kingfisher Todirhamphus macleayii
Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris
Sacred Kingfisher Todirhamphus sanctus
BEE-EATERS Meropidae
Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus
ROLLERS Coraciidae
Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis
PITTAS Pittidae
Noisy Pitta Pitta versicolor
SCRUB-BIRDS Atrichornithidae
Rufous Scrub-bird Atrichornis rufescens GO
LYREBIRDS Menuridae
Albert's Lyrebird Menura alberti
Superb Lyrebird Menura novaehollandiae
LARKS Alaudidae
Australasian Bushlark Mirafra javanica
Sky Lark Alauda arvensis
SWALLOWS Hirundinidae
Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena
Tree Martin Hirundo nigricans
Fairy Martin Hirundo ariel
WAGTAILS AND PIPITS Motacillidae
Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae
CUCKOO-SHRIKES Campephagidae
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae
Yellow-eyed (Barred) Cuckoo-shrike Coracina lineata
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Coracina papuensis
Cicadabird Coracina tenuirostris
White-winged Triller Lalage tricolor
Varied Triller Lalage leucomela
BULBULS Pycnonotidae
Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus
THRUSHES Turdidae
Olive-tailed (Bassian) Thrush Zoothera lunulata
Russet-tailed Thrush Zoothera heinei
Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula
CISTICOLAS AND ALLIES Cisticolidae
Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis
OLD WORLD WARBLERS Sylviidae
Australian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus australis
Tawny Grassbird Megalurus timoriensis
Little Grassbird Megalurus gramineus
Brown Songlark Cincloramphus cruralis
Rufous Songlark Cincloramphus mathewsi
FANTAILS Rhipiduridae
Northern Fantail Rhipidura rufiventris
Willie-wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys
Gray Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa
Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons
MONARCH FLYCATCHERS Monarchidae
Black-faced Monarch Monarcha melanopsis
Spectacled Monarch Monarcha trivirgatus
Pied Monarch Arses kaupi
Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula
Satin Flycatcher Myiagra cyanoleuca
Restless Flycatcher Myiagra inquieta
Shining Flycatcher Myiagra alecto
Yellow-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus flaviventer
AUSTRALASIAN ROBINS Petroicidae
Jacky-winter Microeca fascinans
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher Microeca flavigaster
Scarlet Robin Petroica multicolor
Red-capped Robin Petroica goodenovii
Flame Robin Petroica phoenicea
Rose Robin Petroica rosea
Pink Robin Petroica rodinogaster
Dusky Robin Melanodryas vittata
Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata
Pale-yellow Robin Tregellasia capito
Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis
White-browed Robin Poecilodryas superciliosa
Gray-headed Robin Heteromyias albispecularis
WHISTLERS AND ALLIES Pachycephalidae
Crested Shrike-tit Falcunculus frontatus
Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis
Olive Whistler Pachycephala olivacea
Gray Whistler Pachycephala simplex
Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis
Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris
Rufous (Little) Shrike-Thrush Colluricincla megarhyncha
Bower's Shrike-Thrush Colluricincla boweri
Gray Shrike-Thrush Colluricincla harmonica
PSEUDO-BABBLERS Pomatostomidae
Gray-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis
White-browed Babbler Pomatostomus superciliosus
LOGRUNNERS Orthonychidae
Southern Logrunner Orthonyx temminckii (This has recently been split from its northern form in New Guinea)
Chowchilla Orthonyx spaldingii
WHIPBIRDS & QUAIL-THRUSHES Eupetidae
Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceus
Spotted Quail-thrush Cinclosoma punctatum
FAIRYWRENS Maluridae
Red-backed Fairywren Malurus melanocephalus
Superb Fairywren Malurus cyaneus
Splendid Fairywren Malurus splendens
Variegated Fairywren Malurus lamberti
Lovely Fairywren Malurus amabilis
Southern Emuwren Stipiturus malachurus
THORNBILLS AND ALLIES Acanthizidae
Eastern Bristlebird Dasyornis brachypterus H
Pilotbird Pycnoptilus floccosus H
Rock Warbler (Origma) Origma solitaria
Fernwren Oreoscopus gutturalis
Yellow-throated Scrubwren Sericornis citreogularis
White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis
Atherton Scrubwren Sericornis keri
Brown (Tasmanian) Scrubwren Sericornis humilis
Large-billed Scrubwren Sericornis magnirostris
Scrubtit Acanthornis magnus
Speckled Warbler Chthonicola sagittatus
Striated Fieldwren (Calamanthus) Calamanthus fuliginosus
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola Hylacola pyrrhopygia
Buff-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza reguloides
Mountain Thornbill Acanthiza katherina
Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla
Tasmanian Thornbill Acanthiza ewingii
Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis
Yellow-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza chrysorrhoa
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis
Yellow Thornbill Acanthiza nana
Striated Thornbill Acanthiza lineata
Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris
Fairy Gerygone Gerygone palpebrosa
White-throated Gerygone Gerygone olivacea
Large-billed Gerygone Gerygone magnirostris
Brown Gerygone Gerygone mouki
Western Gerygone Gerygone fusca
Mangrove Gerygone Gerygone levigaster
Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis
AUSTRALIAN CHATS Epthianuridae
White-fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons
SITTELLAS Neosittidae
Varied Sittella Neositta chrysoptera
AUSTRALASIAN TREECREEPERS Climacteridae
White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leucophaeus
Red-browed Treecreeper Climacteris erythrops
Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus
SUNBIRDS & SPIDERHUNTERS Nectariniidae
Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis
FLOWERPECKERS Dicaeidae
Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum
PARDALOTES Pardalotidae
Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus
Forty-spotted Pardalote Pardalotus quadragintus
Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus
WHITE-EYES Zosteropidae
Silver-eye Zosterops lateralis
HONEYEATERS Meliphagidae
Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta
Dusky Myzomela Myzomela obscura
Scarlet Myzomela Myzomela sanguinolenta
Black Honeyeater Certhionyx niger
Graceful Honeyeater Meliphaga gracilis
Yellow-spotted Honeyeater Meliphaga notata
Lewin's Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii
Yellow-throated Honeyeater Lichenostomus flavicollis
Bridled Honeyeater Lichenostomus frenatus
Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops
Varied Honeyeater Lichenostomus versicolor
Mangrove Honeyeater Lichenostomus fasciogularis
Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens
Yellow Honeyeater Lichenostomus flavus
White-gaped Honeyeater Lichenostomus unicolor
White-eared Honeyeater Lichenostomus leucotis
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Lichenostomus melanops
Fuscous Honeyeater Lichenostomus fuscus
White-plumed Honeyeater Lichenostomus penicillatus
Macleay's Honeyeater Xanthotis macleayana
Black-headed Honeyeater Melithreptus affinus
Strong-billed Honeyeater Melithreptus validirostris
White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatus
White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis
Black-chinned Honeyeater Melithreptus gularis
Brown-headed Honeyeater Melithreptus brevirostris
Little Friarbird Philemon citreogularis
Helmeted Friarbird Philemon buceroides
Noisy Friarbird Philemon corniculatus
Crescent Honeyeater Phylidonyris pyrrhoptera
New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae
White-cheeked Honeyeater Phylidonyris nigra
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater Phylidonyris melanops
Brown-backed Honeyeater Ramsayornis modestus
Striped Honeyeater Plectorhyncha lanceolata
Painted Honeyeater Grantiella picta
Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris
Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis
Bell Miner Manorina melanophrys
Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala
Yellow-throated (White-rumped) Miner Manorina flavigula
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis
Yellow Wattlebird Anthochaera paradoxa
Red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata
Brush (Little) Wattlebird Anthochaera chrysoptera
ORIOLES Oriolidae
Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus
Green Oriole Oriolus flavocinctus
Green Figbird Sphecotheres viridis
DRONGOS Dicruridae
Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus
MUDNEST BUILDERS Grallinidae
Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca
WW CHOUGH, APOSTLEBIRD Corcoracidae
White-winged Chough Corcorax melanorhamphos
Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea
WOODSWALLOWS Artamidae
White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus
White-browed Woodswallow Artamus superciliosus
Black-faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus
Dusky Woodswallow Artamus cyanopterus
BELLMAGPIES AND ALLIES Cracticidae
Gray Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus
Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis
Black Butcherbird Cracticus quoyi
Australasian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen
Black Currawong Strepera fuliginosa
Pied Currawong Strepera graculina
Gray Currawong Strepera versicolor
BIRDS-OF-PARADISE Paradisaeidae
Paradise Riflebird Ptiloris paradiseus
Victoria's Riflebird Ptiloris victoriae
BOWERBIRDS Ptilonorhynchidae
Spotted Catbird Ailuroedus melanotis
Green Catbird Ailuroedus crassirostris
Tooth-billed Catbird Ailuroedus dentirostris
Golden Bowerbird Prionodura newtoniana
Regent Bowerbird Sericulus chrysocephalus
Satin Bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus violaceus
Great Bowerbird Chlamydera nuchalis
CROWS AND JAYS Corvidae
Torresian Crow Corvus orru
Little Crow Corvus bennetti
Australian Raven Corvus coronoides
Little Raven Corvus mellori
Forest Raven Corvus tasmanicus
STARLINGS Sturnidae
Metallic Starling Aplonis metallica
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris
OLD WORLD SPARROWS Passeridae
House Sparrow Passer domesticus
WAXBILLS AND ALLIES Estrildidae
Beautiful Firetail Stagonopleura bella GO
Diamond Firetail Stagonopleura guttata
Red-browed Firetail Neochmia temporalis
Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton
Zebra (Chesnut-eared) Finch Taeniopygia guttata
Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii
Black-throated Finch Poephila cincta
Blue-faced Parrotfinch Erythrura trichroa
Nutmeg Mannikin Lonchura punctulata
Chestnut-breasted Munia Lonchura castaneothorax
FINCHES, SISKINS, CROSSBILLS Fringillidae
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

MAMMAL LIST
Taxonomy and nomenclature follow: Menkhorst, P. and Knight, F. 2004. A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia. Second Edition. Oxford University Press, Melbourne.
Short-beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus
Tasmanian Devil Sarcophilus harrisii
Northern Brown Bandicoot Isoodon macrourus
Long-nosed Bandicoot Perameles nasuta
Koala Phasocolarctos cinereus
Mountain Brushtail Possum Trichosurus caninus
Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula
Sugar Glider Petaurus breviceps
Common Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus peregrinus
Green Ringtail Possum Pseudochirops archeri
Musky Rat-kangaroo Hypsiprymnodon moschatus
Lumholtz's Tree Kangaroo Dendrolagus lumholtzi
Agile Wallaby Macropus agilis
Whiptail Wallaby Macropus parryi
Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus
Western Grey Kangaroo Macropus fuliginosus
Euro (Common Wallaroo) Macropus robustus
Red-necked Wallaby Macropus rufogriseus
Black (Swamp) Wallaby Wallabia bicolor
Rufous-bellied (Tasmanian) Pademelon Thylogale billardierii
Red-legged Pademelon Thylogale stigmatica
Red-necked Pademelon Thylogale thetis
Spectacled Flying-fox Pteropus conspicillatus
Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes
Dingo Canis lupus dingo
Humpback Whale Megaptera navaeangliae

